Public health impact of the Enteroviruses and Parechoviruses
Ben Knippenberg More recently, the EV-D68 outbreak in North America underlined the importance of EV surveillance as it was predominantly transmitted through the respiratory route whereas EVs are usually passed on by the faecal-oral route 7 . In response, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) developed an EV-D68 specific assay with a reported sensitivity and specificity of 98% to 100% and 92% to 98% in respiratory samples respectively. Further integration of data on commonly circulating genotypes into Australia's existing EV surveillance networks will prove to be crucial for early recognition and identification of emerging strains such as EV-A71 and EV-D68 as well as more virulent strain variants, thus allowing a timely and effective public health response.
As with most viruses, EV and
Apart from poliovirus, EVs and associated syndromes are not subject to statutory notification under public health legislation in Australian states and territories. Surveillance of acute flaccid paralysis is currently being undertaken whilst it has been suggested that effort should also be directed to surveillance of infectious causes of encephalitis 17 . More robust nationwide surveillance into common genotypes causing severe disease may also guide policy makers to introduce a targeted vaccine.
